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Check this week’s police notes for the 
latest and greatest campus happenings.
See CAMPUS NEWS| Page 4
See ABROAD| Page 2
By ED  MORlEy
Campus News Editor
See OP-ED| Page 9
How did students react to the latest infor-
mation on Dez Wells? Read this week’s op-ed 
to find out.
After only a year as the first full-
time study abroad coordinator, Laura 
Johnson has left her position at the 
Center for International Education 
(CIE). With her leave, the former ex-
ecutive director of  the CIE, Ismael 
Betancourt, will not be returning to the 
department as well, ushering in another 
unfulfilling year for study abroad poten-
tials as these changes continue to stunt 
the growth of  the department and lose 
potential revenue for the university.
Johnson and Betancourt were un-
available to comment, but Anja Abney, 
program assistant of  International 
Student Services, said that both ex-
pressed concerns with Xavier’s abil-
ity to foster a growing study abroad 
program.
“[Betancourt] had a lot of  interna-
tional and study abroad experience and 
Xavier was kind of  at a starting point 
with all this,” Abney said in an email. 
“However, the ideas he brought from 
his other universities didn’t always 
agree with Xavier. He tried to put in 
place procedures for Xavier study 
Newswire Photo by Alexa Von Bargen
F i a t  J u s t i t i a ,  R u a t  C o e l u m
By JAkE  HEAtH
Special Projects
Prosecutor Joe Deters of  
Hamilton County Court of  
Common Pleas has said that no 
charges shall be filed against 
former Xavier basketball player 
Dezmine Wells.
Wells, who committed yester-
day to play for the University of  
Maryland, faced criminal charg-
es of  sexual assault after hav-
ing been expelled from Xavier 
University on Aug. 21 for a “se-
rious violation of  the Student 
Code of  Conduct”.
After assigning senior assis-
tant prosecutors to the case to 
review the evidence and present 
their findings to the grand jury, 
Deters confirmed that the Grand 
Jury had declined to charge Wells 
with sexual assault.
Deters urged Xavier University 
Grand jury declines to 
indict former student Wells
officials to re-consider their de-
cision to expel Wells.
“The Grand Jury declined 
to charge Wells with any crim-
inal offense...” Deters said, 
“... I would sincerely hope the 
institution would revisit this 
situation.”
The ordeal prompted Deters 
to criticise the way in which 
Xavier University’s hearings, par-
ticularly those of  sexual assault, 
involve no lawyers; “there’s just 
something wrong with that,” 
Deters said.
Xavier University defended 
its stance on the case by affirm-
ing their compliance with Title 
IX.
“Federal Law (Title IX) 
and Federal Regulations and 
Guidances prohibit Universities 
from ceding student conduct 
matters to the criminal justice 
system. The Federal Law re-
quires schools to act quickly 
and all schools, by law, must 
use the ‘preponderance of  the 
evidence’ standard, whereas 
the criminal justice system 
uses the ‘probable cause’ stan-
dard to indict, and the ‘beyond 
a reasonable doubt’ standard 
to convict,” A University state-
ment read.
Hamilton County Court of  
Common Pleas has not issued 
any publicly available docu-
ments from the case.
The Wells case has been a 
popular talking point among 
the students of  Xavier 
University and the tag “free-
dez” was scattered across the 
social media website Twitter in 
disagreement to his expulsion 
from the university.
abroad programs, but got shot down by 
faculty.”
Johnson and Betancourt both re-
ceived new positions at different 
schools, which added to their motives 
for leaving campus.
“Both of  the persons who left the 
CIE left for other opportunities. In the 
case of  Ismael Betancourt, he left his 
executive direction position here to be-
come the vice president of  internation-
al programs at Upper Iowa University,” 
Dr. Scott Chadwick, provost and chief  
academic officer, said in an email. “I 
fully expect opportunities for students 
to learn internationally will grow con-
siderably over the next few years.”
Despite such optimism, Abney says 
study abroad is far from being where it 
needs to be.
“I think we need more Xavier pro-
grams going to other places besides 
Europe and I think we should figure 
out a way where students can apply 
their Xavier aid to third party pro-
grams. I know other schools do it. 
Internationalizing Xavier is a must 
and a priority,” Abney said in an email. 
“We need more support from faculty. 
Nobody ever asks our office for help 
or advice when it comes to international 
programs which makes us feel like the 
black sheep. We have knowledgeable 
staff  that would love to help faculty cre-
ate these abroad programs.”
Both Johnson and Betancourt had 
high expectations for the newly founded 
CIE last year when the university hired 
them as the first full-time employees 
of  the Xavier study abroad program, a 
big step study abroad had not seen in 
years. Previously, Margaret McDiarmid, 
a French professor, ran the Department 
of  Study Abroad part-time. Last year, 
absorbed the branch, hoping to con-
solidate resources of  international edu-
cation and study abroad and commit a 
full-time staff  to attend to its growth. 
Faculty resign from Center 
for International Education
“Because Xavier didn’t have a fully 
developed study abroad program, every-
thing we are doing is stuff  schools did 
back around 2002,” Betancourt said last 
year. “We’re trying to catch Xavier up with 
other universities when it comes to study 
abroad.”
Despite good intentions, growth for 
Xavier study abroad appears to be nonex-
istent with Johnson and Betancourt leav-
ing after one year, especially when com-
pared to other universities. 
Prior to her leave, Johnson gathered 
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BY DAVID MAXWELL
Staff  Writer 
CFJ and Performing 
Arts  welcome new staff
The Center for Faith and 
Justice (CFJ) and the Department 
of  Performing Arts at Xavier 
both welcomed new staff  mem-
bers this summer among other 
changes.  
CFJ hired Rev. Abby King-
Kaiser as the new Ecumenical 
and Multi-Faith Minister.  
King-Kaiser is relocating 
from the San Francisco Bay 
Area where she worked as an 
ordained Presbyterian Minister. 
“[Abby’s] responsibilities at the 
CFJ include developing new ini-
tiatives in the area of  Protestant 
ministry and Ecumenism, in-
cluding the development of  re-
treats, worship services, Bible 
studies and other fellowship op-
portunities for Protestant and 
other non-Catholic Christian 
students.”  Deanna Martin, as-
sociate director at the CFJ, said,.
In addition to these areas 
of  focus, King-Kaiser will 
serve as a liaison to a variety 
of  religious organizations on 
campus, including the Muslim 
Student Organization, Jewish 
Student Organization, Students 
Committed to Christ and 
Xavier Navigators.  
The theater resources at 
Xavier also saw a significant 
change this summer in the form 
of  a realignment, which moved 
performing arts at Xavier 
permanently into the Music 
department.  
A part of  this realignment 
also renamed the combined de-
partments the “Department of  
Music and Theater.” 
They gave the depart-
ment control of  scheduling for 
the Gallagher Student Center 
Theater, and named Dave Zlatic 
the new technical director of  the 
Department.  
In addition, the new depart-
ment hired Stephen Skiles into 
the role of  assistant professor and 
director of  theater studies.  
Skiles, who has previously 
taught at Xavier, is transitioning 
from a position as chair of  the 
Theater Department at Sinclair 
Community College in Dayton, 
Ohio.  
A goal of  these changes is to 
create two new degree programs 
within the Department of  Music 
and Theater.  
These programs, a B.A. in the-
ater performance and a B.S. in 
theater education, are tentatively 




On Sept. 6, the Mello Yello 
Experiential Sampling Tour will 
be on Xavier University grounds. 
The theme of  the tour is 
Retro. 
There are many “Retro” ex-
periences for Xavier students 
including a photo opportunity 
next to a Mello Yello decorated 
Volkswagen, two retro video 
game kiosks. 
There is also an opportunity 
to hang out in the “Share your 
Mellow” Lounge Area complete 
with lounge chairs, umbrellas and 
tables. 
The Mello Yello VW bus has 
shag carpet and all the props for a 
memorable experience and photo 
opportunity. 
Fans will be able to view and 
tag their “Retro Cool” photos on 
Mello Yello Tour 
Comes to Xavier 
the Mello Yello Facebook page. 
There will also be samples, of  
course. 
They will offer small samples 
or full 12 ounce cans. 
There will also be plenty of  
free merchandise, including t-
shirts, rally towels, ear buds, 
straws and Frisbees. 
Come out and see the tour this 
Thursday at Bellarmine Circle.
statistics on Xavier study 
abroad students and used them 
to scale Xavier's progress next 
to universities such as Indiana 
University, St. Mary's College, 
University of  California at San 
Diego, University of  Minnesota 
and University of  Texas among 
others. 
As of  the 2011-12 school 
year, 200 students were advised 
by the CIE in regards to study-
ing abroad. Of  these students, 25 
percent used programs outside of  
Xavier to travel abroad during the 
summer or the semester and less 
than .5 percent used a direct ex-
change program. 
The rest engaged in short-
term abroad opportunities led by 
Xavier faculty.
"Based on our numbers, Xavier 
loses approximately $850,000 per 
academic year in tuition and fees 
of  students who un-enroll to par-
ticipate in third-party provider 
programs," Johnson said in a re-
port last year. "This number is 
projected to increase dramatically 
as more focus is placed on educa-
tion abroad."
According to the Xavier 
Study Abroad website, the 
Office of  Study Abroad acts as 
a place to receive information 
about other study abroad pro-
grams, in addition to resources 
for university-endorsed pro-
grams such as University Studies 
Abroad Consortium, School 
for International Training and 
International Education of  
Students. 
However, many students have 
felt these programs cannot suf-
ficiently aid students studying 
abroad because of  their lack of  
resources.
"I tried to go through Xavier 
for a semester-long study  abroad 
program to Spain, but they didn't 
really offer it," senior Steve 
Keating said. "The only time I 
could have done it would be in 
a summer for three weeks and 
when I tried to get into a summer 
semester program, they said I had 
to be a Spanish major."
Keating was referred to use 
a third-party study abroad pro-
gram called International Studies 
Abroad (ISA).
"They were really helpful with 
giving me all [the] extra time and 
paperwork. They still contact me 
about making sure that my trip 
went well," Keating said.
Students at universities with 
supported study abroad programs, 
such as Saint Louis University 
(SLU), feel differently about uni-
versity study abroad programs.
"I traveled to London last se-
mester with our study abroad 
department and it was incred-
ibly helpful and efficient," Chris 
Ackels, senior SLU undergradu-
ate, said. "Not only do they give 
us a ton of  options of  where to 
go, they handle everything from 
applications, to passports and vi-
sas, to tuition and everything in 
between. They make it really easy 
for students to go abroad."
Lori Johnson will be taking 
over as the new assistant provost 
for student enrichment, the direct 
superior to the CIE, according 
to Chadwick. Additionally, Irene 
Hodgson has assumed the posi-
tion of  interim executive director 
for academic service learning se-
mesters at CIE.
"We have a lot of  voids in our 
Center right now with Ismael and 
Laura both gone," Abney said. 
Abroad: Program 
Falls Under Scrutiny 
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Police 
Notes
Aug. 29, 11:04 a.m. — 
An employee reported graf-
fiti in the Hayden ball field. 
Aug. 30, 3:31 p.m. 
— Xavier Police assisted 
Residence Life with a room 
search in Kuhlman Hall. A 
small amount of  drug para-
phernalia was confiscated. 
Aug. 30, 10:51 p.m. — 
Xavier Police searched a 
vehicle in the R-1 parking 
lot after a strong odor of  
marijuana was noticed while 
assisting a student. Drug 
paraphernalia and a small 
amount of  marijuana were 
confiscated. 
Aug. 30, 11:59 p.m. 
— Xavier Police assisted 
Cincinnati Police in break-
ing up a large party on the 
900 block of  Dana Avenue. 
Approximately 200 people 
were in attendance. 
Aug. 31, 7:36 p.m. — An 
employee reported dam-
age to several books in the 
chapel. A suspect has been 
identified. 
Aug. 31, 7:48 p.m. — 
Xavier Police, Cincinnati 
Fire Department, Physical 
Plant and Residence Life 
responded to a fire alarm 
in Kuhlman Hall. A faulty 
smoke detector activated the 
alarm. 
Sept. 1, 7:58 p.m. — A 
student turned over a per-
sonal bag to Xavier Police 
that belonged to another 
student. A small amount of  
drug paraphernalia was re-
covered from the bag. 
Sept. 1, 11:17 a.m. — A 
student reported her vehicle 
was broken into in Lot A 
and a GPS system valued at 
$150 was stolen. 
Sept. 1, 6:26 p.m. — 
Xavier Police assisted a 
Norwood Police Officer in 
lower Millcrest Park dealing 
with an assault suspect in 
the middle of  approximately 
100 people and asking for 
backup. 
Sept. 2,  2:59 a.m. — 
Xavier Police and Residence 
Life investigated a dispute 
between two students in the 
Commons. One student was 
cited for underage consump-
tion and sent off  campus to 
their residence.  
Sept. 2, 8:45 p.m. — 
Cincinnati Fire and Rescue 
Department transported an 
intoxicated underage stu-
dent attending an event at 
the Cintas Center to Good 
Samaritan Hospital for pos-
sible alcohol poisoning. 
Sept. 2, 11:30 p.m. — 
Xavier Police arrested a non-
student in the O’Connor 
Sports Center  parking lot 
with seven outstanding ar-
rest warrants. The non-
student  was released to 
Cincinnati police. 
Sept. 4, 12:45 p.m. 
— Xavier Police assist-
ed Residence Life with a 
room search at the Village 
Apartments. A small amount 
of  drug paraphernalia and 




The first Xavier’s Players meet-
ing of  the year will take place 
at 1:30 p.m. on Sept. 10 in the 




From 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sept. 
10 in the Smith Hall lobby there 
will be the Alternative Breaks trip 
fair. Any students interested in 




From 8 to 11:30 p.m. on Sept. 
5 on the Xavier Yard, SAC will be 
hosting laser tag. 
Xavier Newswire recently had 
the opportunity to interview the 
new Assistant Provost for Student 
Enrichment Lori Johnson. 
Xavier Newswire: Where did you 
go to college and what did you study?
Lori Johnson: I earned a 
Bachelor of  Arts with a ma-
jor in social work from Saint 
Mary’s College in Notre 
Dame, Indiana and Master of  
Science Administration from 
the University of  Notre Dame. 
The master’s level education 
focused on strategy, leader-
ship and management of  not-
for-profit institutions.
XN: What drew you to Xavier? 
LJ: I have spent the ma-
jority of  my professional life 
working with students in 
educational settings facilitat-
ing their growth and develop-
ment.  The role of  assistant 
provost for student enrich-
ment provided an opportunity 
to think in new ways about the 
role of  experiential education 
in the formation of  students. 
Students know that learning 
happens 24/7.   Experiential 
learning challenges us to ap-
ply what we know and be-
lieve to a real life situation or 
problem.
Xavier’s long standing 
commitment to educating the 
whole person and serving oth-
ers were also key factors in my 
decision to come here.
XN: What are your goals for the 
student enrichment program?
LJ: Student Enrichment is a 
new division, so we are just at 
the starting point in regards to 
defining our goals. 
Having acknowledged 
that, we know there a num-
ber of  things we need to do 
including the facilitation of  
vocation exploration through 
service, internships, student 
employment and other experi-
ences; develop students’ civic 
and social commitments; in-
crease student understanding 
of  complex social problems 
and develop students’ ca-
pacity to contribute to their 
communities.  
We will enrich lives by offer-
ing opportunities for students 
to develop spiritually and reli-
giously.  We are also commit-
ted to providing academic and 
personal support systems that 
help all students be success-
ful.  Finally, we will promote 
the internationalization of  
campus.
XN:	 How	 will	 your	 office	 col-
laborate with the Center for Faith and 
Justice?
LJ: The Center for Faith 
and Justice is a member 
of  the Division for Student 
Enrichment.  As such CFJ will 
work closely with their col-
leagues across the division to 
meet our goals. In specific, 
CFJ will focus on providing 
students with opportunities to 
deepen their faith life, under-
stand and respond to social 
justice issues and live in a di-
verse world.  
XN: What is your favorite part of  
your job?
LJ: I enjoy learning and 
there have already been many 
opportunities to learn from 
students and colleagues at 
Xavier since I started on 
August 14. 
I’m interested in under-
standing the Xavier way and 
the Jesuit mission more fully 
and how those philosophies 
can inform and support the 
work in Student Enrichment.  
I also enjoy collaborating 
with students and giving them 
opportunities in which they 
are challenged to do more and 
be more than they thought 
they could when they arrived 
at college.  
XN: What is your role with/goals 
for the study abroad program?
LJ: Xavier already offers a 
number of  exciting and en-
riching study abroad opportu-
nities to students.  
I hope to get a better under-
standing of  these programs 
and think about how we can 
expand opportunities which 
include a multitude of  expe-
riences – service, internship, 
immersion or a traditional 
semester at an international 
institution, while making sure 
that the programs are acces-
sible to all.  
We should also provide the 
means for students to inte-
grate their abroad experiences 
into their learning when they 
return to Xavier.
XN: What do you enjoy to do in 
your free time?
LJ: I enjoy reading.  Recently 
I’ve read a good bit of  non-fic-
tion (mostly American history) 
and I’m a bit of  a news junk-
ie – following current events 
on the web and in traditional 
formats.  I like to travel in the 
United States and abroad.  You 
might also find me watching 
college sports in my free time. 
I’m especially looking forward 
to cheering on the women’s 
basketball at Xavier.
Sitting down with Lori Johnson, XU’s new 
assistant provost for student enrichment
Notes of the 
Week
If  you had to summarize 
this weekend using one word, it 
would have to be... GOLDEN...
Sept. 1, 4:05 p.m. — Xavier 
Police cited a student for under-
age consumption after receiving 
a complaint that they had urinat-
ed on another student’s belong-
ings. Residence Life will follow 
up with the incident.
Sept. 2, 2:42 a.m. — Xavier 
Police assisted Norwood Police 
with a prisoner search in the 
Norwood plaza. Upon arrival, 
Xavier Police were informed 
that the prisoner was a student 
being charged with underage 
consumption, public indecency, 
and obstructing official busi-
ness. The student was found to 
have urinated in the parking lot, 
lied to the Officer and produced 
a fictitious ID when questioned.
Sept. 2, 12:42 a.m. — A 
student observed urinating on a 
tree on Dana Avenue was cited 
for underage consumption and 
transported to Husman Hall. 
BY KRIS REILLY
Staff  Writer
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During the inaugural use of  
the new online parking permit 
system, some commuter students 
ran into some issues, including 
permits for the wrong lots.
Shortly after going online, 
the Parking Services’ permit 
store, now a function under 
the Student Services tab on the 
MyXU Portal, posted a message 
stating that “print production 
delays” would defer parking per-
mit shipments up to thirty days. 
In the meantime, the Office 
of  Auxiliary Services suggested 
that students print out and dis-
play temporary permits.  
A few weeks later, some com-
muter students began receiv-
ing passes for the Commons 
Apartments instead of  the com-
muter lots.
“It’s an isolated, first-year is-
sue,” Jon Beres, assistant direc-
tor of  Auxiliary Services said. 
“The important thing is that the 
issue is resolved and we are do-
ing everything we can to make 
sure that students receive their 
correct passes.”  
Beres estimated that about ten 
percent of  Xavier University’s 
Auxiliary Services to re-distribute 
incorrect parking permits
commuting population re-
ceived parking permits to the 
Commons Apartments in error, 
and that students who have yet 
to receive their correct passes 
should expect to have them in 
the next seven to ten days.  
The switch to online orders 
occured in the same year that 
the Office of  Auxiliary Services 
took control of  Parking Services 
from Xavier Police.  
Administrators anticipated 
that the change, several years in 
the making, would give students 
greater freedom in conducting 
parking-related business, includ-
ing ordering passes and adding 
parents’ cars to permits.  
Despite the setbacks, Beres 
highlighted that the online sys-
tem works.  “I hope students 
appreciate the convenience of  
online management,” he said.
The Office of  Auxiliary 
Services requested in an e-mail 
that students receiving park-
ing permits in error return the 
incorrect passes to their office 
in the Musketeer Mezzanine in 
Fenwick Place.
Sitting down with Lori Johnson, XU’s new 
assistant provost for student enrichment







Women’s volleyball sees mixed results at home
Club Sports Profile: Women’s Soccer
Strong weekend for cross country
In a record-setting Labor Day 
weekend for the Xavier volleyball 
team, the Musketeers experienced 
an up-and-down three matches 
of  tournament play in the Xavier 
Invitational at Cintas Center.
The Musketeers got off  to a 
fast start in their first match on 
Friday against Tennessee Tech, 
defeating them in three sets (25-
14, 25-15, 25-19).  
Xavier dominated the match, 
holding Tennessee Tech to a .090 
hitting percentage and posting 
nine aces against TTU’s one.  
Senior Stephanie Vorherr and 
sophomore Aubree Smith, who 
turned out to be the stars of  the 
weekend for the Musketeers, were 
standouts.  Vorherr notched a 
match-high 17 digs, and Smith as-
sisted 32 in the Xavier victory.
The Musketeers then faced Ole 
Miss later that night. Xavier took 
the first set against a Rebels team 
that had already dropped their first 
match against Marquette in three 
games.  However, Ole Miss would 
not go away as they did against 
Marquette.  
After both teams traded con-
trolling wins in the next two sets, 
the Rebels fought back in the 
fourth set and won 26-24, with the 
Musketeers serving for the match 
win.  Ole Miss took advantage of  
their newfound momentum and 
grabbed the match after they de-
feated the Muskies in a 15-8 final 
set (22-25, 25-18, 14-25, 26-24, 
15-8).  
Despite the loss, there were still 
bright spots on the Xavier side of  
affairs, as junior Sarah Brown had 
a match-high 15 kills, Smith posted 
46 assists and Vorherr broke her 
own record from 2010 for most 
Xavier digs in a match with 46.  
In their final match on Saturday, 
the Musketeers faced a formidable 
opponent, Marquette, who had 
not conceded a set in their previ-
ous two matches.  
Despite a hard fought match 
from the Musketeers, Xavier suf-
fered the same fate, losing all three 
sets (26-24, 25-21, 27-25).  After 
falling behind in the first two sets, 
the Musketeers fought back with a 
scoring run in each set to put pres-
sure on the Golden Eagles before 
dropping both sets.  
The Musketeers came close to 
a victory in the third set as they 
battled back after being down 23-
21, but Marquette put Xavier away 
after consecutive kills.  After go-
ing 1-2 in the Xavier Invitational, 
Smith was named to the All 
Tournament Team with 106 as-
sists in three matches.
Now with 1,735 digs in her 
career, Vorherr holds the career 
record for digs at Xavier, passing 
Beth Osterday in Tuesday’s victory 
over Miami (Ohio). She was also 
named the Atlantic 10 Defensive 
Player of  the Week for this week.
The Musketeers defeated the 
Miami RedHawks in five sets 
Tuesday night. 
The women’s volleyball team 
will return to action on Friday 
against Texas A&M in the Asics 
Invitational in Newark, Del.
Newswire Staff  Writer Danny 
O’Malley sat down with Club 
Women’s Soccer President Emily 
Spring to discuss the inner 
workings of  the team.
Xavier Newswire: 
How are you funded? 
emily spring: 
Each player playing 
pays “club dues,” 
which is essentially a 
league fee. These ex-
penses cover free shorts 
and socks. We also get a 
budget allocated to us thanks to 
the student government. 
XN: How do you determine who 
makes the team? 
es: We never have to turn peo-
ple away because there is usually 
just the right amount of  girls who 
show up and decide to play with 
us. It has never been an issue. 
XN: How many people play on the 
team? 
es: Twenty is the perfect num-
ber for a team. Even though we 
have 40 girls on the team as of  
now, they don’t all stick with the 
team. We only need about 15 girls 
per game and since students are 
busy, not all players can come 
to every game, so it works out 
perfectly.
XN: What’s the team looking like 
compared to last year? 
es: Much better. We have a 
lot of  interest from 
first-year players. 
We only have 
lost three girls 
from last year, 
so most of  
the team has 
returned. We 
have about 20 
new girls that 
will be playing 
with us. During the 
practice, they showed a 
lot of  promise, and we work well 
together. 
XN: How many games do you play 
per year? 
es: In the fall season, we have 
about 10 scheduled games and one 
tournament at Purdue in October. 
Also, in the spring we try to sign 
up for an indoor league since we 
do not actually play during the 
springtime. We even played some 
high school club teams in the area 
last year.
XN: In what ways do you set the 
lineup during games? 
es: We never have a set start-
ing lineup. Everybody is welcome 
to play, and we equal out playing 
time. This was good because it 
was fair for everyone. No matter 
what your skill level is, we have ev-
eryone play equally. 
XN: What were the highlights of  
last year’s team? 
es: I think we won about two 
games last year. So the team was 
more focused on getting numbers 
and being out there to have fun 
rather than win games. Another 
highlight would be sand soccer. 
We played in a tournament down 
in Virginia Beach which was re-
ally exciting. We will be doing that 
again this year.
XN: What are the expectations for 
this season? 
es: The goals we want to ac-
complish this season are to have 
more goals and promote the team. 
Get people interested in playing 
and coming out to watch. We do a 
lot more other than just go 








wins on the 
board. 
Both the men’s and the wom-
en’s cross country teams started 
off  their seasons with wins at the 
Mount Saint Joseph Invitational.  
Although the meet was a much 
smaller meet than the team usu-
ally participates in, the team still 
dominated the rest of  the field 
and started the season with an im-
pressive victory.
Head coach Ryan Orner was 
particularly pleased with the 
teams’ performances.  “The meet 
was definitely low-key, and we ran 
mostly JV and freshman athletes, 
but I’m happy with how the meet 
went,” Orner said.
The men’s team won their race 
in a convincing fashion by tak-
ing the first five spots in the race. 
This gave them a score of  15, 
which is the best possible score in 
cross country.  
Leading the way was junior 
Spencer Liechty with a time of  
16:45.  
Close behind him was sopho-
more Corey Zielinski, who fin-
ished three seconds later.
Another impressive aspect of  
the Musketeers’ dominating vic-
tory is that the top five finishers 
all ended within 22 seconds of  
each other.
“They worked really well dur-
ing the entire race and communi-
cated with each other the entire 
time,” Orner said.
Not to be outdone, the wom-
en’s side also won the meet with 
the low score of  20.  They fin-
ished 31 points below the next 
best team at the meet.
Possibly the most impressive 
performance on the women’s team 
was freshman Victoria Ciotti, who 
finished second overall in her first 
NCAA cross country race. Ciotti 
finished with a time of  20:09 and 
was only 21 seconds behind the 
race winner.
“I think that this was a great 
way to open up her college career, 
and I know that Victoria is a top 
seven runner in the future and will 
be at times this season,” Orner 
said. “She’s so hungry and ready 
to get back out there, and that’s an 
exciting thing.” 
The difference in the amount 
of  training from the high school 
level to the collegiate level is sig-
nificant, so having a runner per-
form so well in her first NCAA 
race is an achievement.  Once 
Ciotti fully adjusts to the increased 
training, she will be ready to be a 
key athlete for the Musketeers.
Ciotti is set to have some com-
petition for the next four years in 
race winner Amanda Shelby, who 
is a freshman as well.
Next up for the cross country 
team is the Queen City Invitational 
this Friday.  The team will benefit 
greatly from having the race be in 
their backyard and hope to have 
another impressive showing.
Newswire photo by Andrew MatsushitaNewswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
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 Coach Mack’s 
Tweet of the week
Head men’s basketball coach 
Chris Mack is considered one 
of the funniest tweeters in 
college basketball. 
@NewswireSports 
picked their favorite for the 
week. 
@CoachChrisMack: LaRosa’s 
after 11:30am mass. Then 
back to the house to put 
finishing touches on our ark. 
Thought it was supposed to 
have rained 8” by now?




for all your latest 








Men’s soccer defeats Bearcats
Women’s soccer nets road winsSports Opinion: Football
Wells to Maryland
The Xavier women’s soccer 
team ended last weekend with 
a loss to Ball State in double 
overtime. The energy they kept 
throughout the long game carried 
over into their most recent game 
against IUPUI, where they shut 
them out 3-0. 
The game was played through 
some effects of  Hurricane Isaac 
as the storm passed over. 
Not only did this produce ex-
treme playing conditions, but it 
also forced the officials to call the 
game with 4:44 remaining in the 
second half. 
Xavier was able to place 15 
shots, seven of  which were on 
goal.
The Musketeers were able to 
hold the Jaguars to only nine shots 
on goal, a major improvement de-
fensively compared to last week’s 
games. 
Freshman midfielder Catherine 
Allon was the first player to score 
for Xavier off  a cross from sopho-
more midfielder Margaret Woods. 
These were Woods’s and Allon’s 
only points in the game. 
Before the end of  the first 
half, junior midfielder Taylor 
Dearbaugh scored her only goal 
of  the afternoon and her first of  
the season. This goal gave the 
Musketeers a two goal lead. 
The top performer of  the game 
for the Musketeers was junior 
midfielder Mariah Whitaker. She 
was able to score one goal early in 
the second half  and dished the as-
sist during Dearbaugh’s goal. 
Sophomore keeper Katie 
Markesbery gained her second 
win of  the season when she saved 
three goals in the match. 
“For us to get a shut out and 
do something we don’t do a lot 
of, which is put three goals up is a 
big accomplishment,” head coach 
Woody Sherwood said. 
The team truly did show resil-
ience during this game after los-
ing two the week before. During 
the previous two games, the team 
gave up a combined 23 shots on 
goal, five goals and scored one 
goal. 
In the game against IUPUI this 
past week the Musketeers only al-
lowed three shots on goal, allowed 
no goals and scored three goals. 
The Musketeers continued 
their success on the road, notching 
a 1-0 victory over the Northern 
Kentucky Norse on Tuesday 
night.
With the turn of  calendar to 
September, we allow ourselves to 
get nostalgic about all things fall: the 
leaves falling, the weather turning 
and most importantly, football. 
Unfortunately for 
Xavier, we are without a team to 
cheer for here on campus, which 
means we have the option of  fol-
lowing any college football team 
we choose. 
If  you hail from a college 
town such as Columbus, Ohio or 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., your decision 
may have already been made for 
you. If  you are not, have no fear 
because I’ll steer you in the cor-
rect direction.
The clear choice for many 
Xavier students is to follow the 
nearby Catholic university in 
South Bend, Ind. (my disgust for 
them prevents me from mention-
ing their actual name). 
Another popular pick is Ohio 
State, but once again, it’s a com-
mon choice so you’ll just blend 
into the crowd when it comes to 
being a diehard fan. 
Maybe you are an art 
major who is really 
into flashy uniforms 
and cool designs. If  
so, look no further 
than the Oregon 
Ducks, who have 
over 400 possible 
jersey combina-
tions, each of  which 
contains obnoxiously 
bright colors. 
“But I prefer watching football 
while eating my southern cooked 
meals!” 
Don’t worry my friend, because 
you can do just that while cheering 
on some SEC schools such as the 
Alabama Crimson Tide or LSU 
Tigers. 
Many people will call you a 
bandwagon fan for following these 
two universities, but you won’t 
care when you’re elbow deep in a 
bucket of  fried chicken watching 
some southern football.
Let’s say you reside in the 
northeast and despise all 
things south of  the 
Mason-Dixon line. 
I’d suggest you 
reach into a hat 
and draw out 
the name of  





the name of  the 
conference implies 
some geographical ties, this con-
ference’s football teams are more 
widespread than the 
swine flu of  
2009. Even if  







any Big East 
paraphernalia be-
cause that conference is a few 
years away from falling apart.     
You might really enjoy the 
California sun and want to root 
for the USC Trojans. That is an 
excellent choice for this upcom-
ing season, based off  their No. 1 
ranking. 
If  you choose to bleed red and 
gold, you might as well apologize 
to the future version of  yourself, 
because heartache lies ahead. 
If  the past is any indication, 
USC and their head coach Lane 
Kiffin are only years away from 
NCAA sanctions that will wipe 
clean any records 
they set.
“This is all 
so confusing 
and frustrating. I 
would much rather 
follow a team that 
never loses.” 
I can’t believe I 
forgot to mention 
the lovely football 
team at Xavier 
University, unde-
feated since 1973.
For the first time since 2004, 
Xavier men’s soccer squad notched 
a 2-1 victory against the Cincinnati 
Bearcats on Sunday.
The Xavier Musketeers (2-0-1) 
battled through the elements 
brought by Hurricane Isaac from 
the opening whistle. 
The downpour came just mo-
ments after senior forward Luke 
Spencer struck his fourth goal in 
three games. 
The Bearcats’ Matt Bahner 
caught Xavier’s defense off-guard 
by quickly answering with a goal 
to even the game at 1-1. 
“It wasn’t the sudden down-
pour that distracted our defense. 
It has been our Achilles’ heel to 
concede goals after we score,” 
head coach Andy Fleming said.
Despite the holiday weekend, 
rainy conditions and the down-
town fireworks, a record-breaking 
crowd attended the much-antici-
pated matchup. 
The funnel effect took place 
at halftime when fans from both 
teams headed to drier conditions. 
Halftime lasted 80 minutes due to 
lightning and caused fans to lose 
interest in the match. 
“We were at home,” Fleming 
said. “We tossed our jerseys in 
the dryer, had some snacks and 
watched television. We knew they 
were in a cold room so we used 
that to our advantage.”
That was exactly what the 
Musketeers did when coming 
out of  a comfortable halftime. 
Sophomore midfielder Will Walker 
scored two minutes into the half, 
ultimately winning the game. 
Xavier defeated its crosstown rival for the first time since 2004
Xavier controlled a tame game 
during the second half  while se-
curing possession and advancing 
the ball for scoring opportunities. 
The Bearcats committed 13 
fouls including a yellow card from 
Richardo Isreal. The Musketeers 
committed three fouls for the 
match. 
Xavier held a 20-12 advantage 
on shots and an 8-2 advantage 
with shots on goal. 
Luke Spencer leads the Atlantic 
10 in points after scoring his 19th 
career goal on Sunday. Spencer was 
named A-10 Player of  the Week 
and was named to the College 
Soccer News National Team for 
the week. 
Spencer currently leads the 
A-10 in goals and goals per game 
as well as points.
The Xavier Musketeers look 
to continue their winning streak 
when they travel to Indianapolis 
on Wednesday to face the IUPUI 
Jaguars. 
Xavier will then take on 
Milwaukee at 1 p.m. on Sunday at 




Former Xavier small 
forward Dezmine Wells 
announced via Twitter 
Tuesday morning that 
he has chosen to at-
tend the University of 
Maryland. At this time, 
Wells is required to 
sit out for a season 
due to NCAA transfer 
regulations.
Photo courtesy of Greg Rust
Senior forward Luke Spencer was 
named A-10 Player of the Week.
Newswire file photo
Photo courtesy of Greg Rust
Sophomore Katie Markesbery 
recorded her 2nd win of the season.
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First Amendment to the United 
States Constitution
Congress shall make no law respeCting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exerCise thereof; or abridging the freedom 
of speeCh, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaCeably to assemble, and to petition 
the government for a redress of grievanCes.
8
”
The Xavier Newswire is published 
weekly throughout the school year, 
except during vacation and final 
exams, by the students of  Xavier 
University, 3800 Victory Parkway, 
Cincinnati, OH 45207-2129.
The Editorials are written by a dif-
ferent staff  member each week and 
do not necessarily reflect the senti-
ments of  the entire staff. They are 
also not the sole responsibility of  
the Opinions and Editorials editor to 
write.
The statements and opinions of  
the Xavier Newswire are not neces-
sarily those of  the student body, fac-
ulty or administration of  Xavier.  The 
statements and opinions of  a colum-
On the Web: 
nist do not necessarily reflect those 
of  editors or general staff.  
Subscription rates are $30 per year 
or $15 per semester within the USA 
and are prorated.  
Subscription inquiries should be 
directed to the Advertising Manager, 
Jake Garrity, at 513-745-3561.  
Advertising inquiries should be 
directed to the Advertising Manager, 
as well.  
One copy of  the Xavier Newswire, 
distributed on campus, is free per 
person per week.  Additional copies 
are 25 cents.  
Xavier University is an academic 
community committed to equal op-
portunity for all persons.
www.thexunewswire.com
Comic By Patrick Phillips
Oh, GSC Printers
Let me first admit that I am a 
Xavier basketball fan. This is an 
important statement because it 
seems that anyone who has even 
remotely spoken in favor of  the 
university’s decision has been 
christened a blasphemer by papal 
decree against the empire that is 
Xavier Athletics. 
Now that my love for the em-
pire has been declared, allow me 
to begin.   
Simply saying, “I’m disap-
pointed” by the reaction of  the 
Xavier community – student body 
and fans – in regards to the ex-
pulsion of  Dezmine Wells, would 
be a drastic understatement. 
What does the reaction of  
the students say to other indi-
viduals who have been, or God-
forbidding, might be, sexually 
assaulted?  
What does one unnamed stu-
dent tweeting, “attention-seeking 
whore” say about gender dynam-
ics at Xavier? 
More personally, can you imag-
ine how that “attention-seeking 
whore,” a fellow Xavier student 
and “family” member, might feel? 
As students of  a Jesuit institu-
tion we are called to be individuals 
for and with others.  As individu-
als of  privilege, it is our respon-
sibility to stand in solidarity with 
those who have been disempow-
ered by society.  
The FBI reports that less than 
eight percent of  all rape charges 
are false accusations, so to think 
that someone – especially some-
one in the Xavier “family” – would 
falsely accuse another of  sexual 
assault, is laughable. 
The traumatizing results of  
rape–physical, mental and emo-
tional–are enough to damage an 
individual permanently; adding 
to the negative repercussions and 
slanderous reactions from the 
public is an entirely new level of  
anguish. Maybe it is time for the 
majority to rethink that an individ-
ual would “want” to be assaulted. 
Even more so, if  we are to be 
in solidarity with individuals who 
have been disempowered by so-
ciety, we must also stand for and 
with perpetrators of  sexual as-
sault who have been conditioned 
by society to see power as a sign 
of  strength. 
The true measure of  our Jesuit 
education should be based on the 
strength of  our support for oth-
ers, not the strength of  our bas-
ketball program. 
So I stand – hopefully not alone 
– in support of  Xavier University’s 
decision, in support for individuals 
who have been marginalized and 
disempowered by society, and in 
support of  the unity and strength 




LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The recent details of  the ex-
pulsion of  Dezmine Wells have 
once again whipped Xavier’s stu-
dent body into controversy. 
District Attorney Joe Deters 
decided not to press charges 
against Wells, and made a subse-
quent plea for Xavier to recon-
sider its decision. 
Many at Xavier wondered if  
Wells had been treated unfairly, 
or if  he was the sacrificial lamb 
as a result of  past transgressions 
the university committed in re-
gards to sexual assault.
 As far as if  Xavier made the 
right decision, it will be impossi-
ble to determine. Legally speak-
ing, Dez Wells is not guilty. 
This does not negate the 
decision reached by the review 
board. 
However, the strong state-
ments coming from Deters’ office 
should at least make Xavier exam-
ine their Conduct Review Board. 
Many argue that Dez was not giv-
en a fair trial, and his lawyer shares 
that same sentiment. 
Those who do serve on the 
board are put in a tremendously 
difficult situation. 
It would be difficult for most 
to make a decision regarding the 
fate of  another student for an in-
discretion such as underage drink-
ing or plagiarism, but deciding on 
matters as severe as what Wells 
was facing is another matter.
 Are students, professors and 
the administration adequately pre-
pared to handle these cases? 
The Conduct Review Board 
uses the legal burden of  proof  
standard of  preponderance of  
evidence that is used only in civil 
cases. 
The grand jury indicts on a 
standard of  probable cause, which 
is the criminal standard for the 
same burden of  proof. 
This discrepancy is what caused 
the fierce debate across campus. 
Although it may make for 
decent talking points at times, 
these types of  situations are of-
ten exhausting regardless of  one’s 
opinion. 
If  reviewing and possibly 
modifying the process in which 
Xavier reviews disciplinary cases 
can result in the prevention of  
another controversial event at the 
University, then this option should 
be fully explored. 
Ultimately, the review board 
did what they believed was neces-
sary, but in an inherently flawed 
system.
On Dez




Dear Administration, Student Government 
Association, and 5-pound 
wallet donators: Can we 
please get some covers for 
bike racks? 
Like, seriously. 
I added the “like” to 
show that I’m serious. And 
I’ll add some math to show 
you how serious (and/or 
how nerdy I am). 
Let’s assume that a 
small rain storm makes 
riding your bike uncom-
fortable and let’s say that 
in a small rain storm, its 
rains half  an inch. 
Last year, Cincinnati had a re-
cord of  60 inches of  rain by the 
end of  November. 
It also recorded that 
in April, the city had its 
wettest month since 1998 
with a little under 14 
inches.
 To be conservative, 
let’s say that it rains 8-10 
inches a month, meaning 
of  the months that it is 
raining, there are 16-20 
days that it is uncomfortable to 
ride my bike (assuming that it 
rains in half  inch increments).
 A rough approximation, 
but that means that half  of  the 
month, more or less, it rains on 
my bike. 
Do you know why? There are 
25 bikes racks on campus and 
ONE has a cover. That anom-
aly resides all the way under the 
shelter of  Buenger Hall.
 Here a few more numbers. 









a holiday, 25 
were on campus 
(I counted my-
self), and guess 
what? It rained. 
For a relatively slow day, 25 
people rode home on a wet seat 
(possibly 24 because one student 
This article is not about Dezmine Wells. His situation may be the 
reason for the article, but he is not 
the focus of  this article itself.
In case you’ve been living under 
a rock, a Hamilton County grand 
jury declined to indict former 
Xavier University student athlete 
Dez Wells on charges 
of  sexual assault on 
Tuesday of  last week. 
To summarize the 
statement that the uni-
versity released an hour 
later, “We don’t care.” 
It has become the “it” 
debate on campus, with 
students falling on both 
sides of  the issue. 
That being said, this 
shouldn’t even be an 
issue for debate. The 
general public has no 





er, in either 
the University 
Conduct Board, 
appeal board or grand jury 
proceedings. 
To comment on the actual 
case without any knowledge of  
it seems to be pretty asinine. Yet 
that hasn’t stopped anyone from 
doing so until now. The only thing 
I am certain of  at this point is that 
Dez Wells is not coming back to 
Xavier University. 
As unfortunate as that is, life 
will go on at this university.
 This high profile story has 
given the outside 
world a little bit 
more insight into 
how Xavier han-
dles allegations 
of  sexual assault 
among students. 
It is concerning 
that this emerged 
a few months 
after the Office 




of  several alleged 
allegations 






gation resulted in former Dean 
of  Students Luther Smith’s reas-
signment (someone please explain 
why he wasn’t fired) somewhere 
in the office of  the provost and 
chief  academic officer, led by 
Scott Chadwick. Although deny-
ing any wrongdoing as al-
leged by Caitlin Pinciotti, 
Kayln Burgio and Shawna 
Storey (who accused an 
unnamed male after her 
graduation in May 2009), 
Xavier agreed to amend 
policies related to sexual 
assault and released a 
statement a month ago 
saying that it “has always 
taken allegations of  sex 
discrimination, including 
harassment, assault and 
violence, very seriously.” Yes, al-
ways, very seriously. So seriously, 
in fact, that Xavier has had no 
problem with brokering a deal be-
tween the accused and his accuser 
so that the university would stay 
out of  the morning press. 
Last week, Hamilton County 
prosecutor Joe Deters appeared 
on live radio and ripped the uni-
versity for essentially hanging 
Wells out to dry. Deters explained 
that the grand jury heard all of  the 
evidence and wasn’t interested in 
indicting Dez Wells based on an 
overwhelming lack of  evidence. 
It appears now that Xavier’s 
administration has gone from 





sexual assault to using the for-
mer student-athlete to show the 
Department of  Education that 
it has all of  a sudden changed its 
policies and they work perfectly 
now. 
This is not to say that I believe 
that Dez Wells  is one hundred 
percent innocent or guilty. The 
grand jury declining to indict him 
is a pretty good indication that 
there isn’t any evidence of  wrong-
doing on his part, and that is good 
enough for me. 
Don’t be surprised when the 
Office of  Civil Rights comes back 
to Xavier to investigate whether 
Dez’s civil rights were violated in 
this case. 
If  his attorney, Merlyn 
Shiverdecker, is correct in assert-
ing that Xavier was “committed 
““Maybe the university will begin to put the interests of  all students at the head of  their agenda.”
Matt Coniglio, Columnist
to the process and not the fairness 
of  the outcome,” this will cause 
another black eye to the university, 
one that could have 
been avoided by cal-
culated, rational 
decision making.
This will also 
not be the last 
sexual assault case 
at Xavier.  While 
the university 
vowed to amend 
their policies 
dealing with sexual 
assault, they should 
craft those policies 
in the interest of  all students, 
which include those accused of  
something as horrible as sexual 
assault, so that incidents like this 
do not become the norm. 
I would encourage the univer-
sity to consult a professional with 
experience in this field (the pros-
ecutor’s office seemed more than 
willing) in order to avoid another 
disaster like this one. 
While that clearly conflicts 
with the Xavier model of  “Sweep 
it under the rug to avoid a PR 
nightmare,” maybe the university 
will begin to put the interests of  
all students at the head of  their 
agenda.
“Last year, Cincinnati had a 
record of  60 inches of  rain 
by the end of  November.”
Jake Heath,  Columnist
I’ve included the picture provided from DoubleMap’s website as 
a humorous piece to show the kind of school size DoubleMap 
actually caters towards; shuttles with ridership of 250 plus. 
you ever seen 10?
And if  we still feel like we 
need to make it rain (cash-wise), 
there are plenty 
of  places around 
campus that have 




cal machine in 
O’Connor hasn’t 
taken down the 
second floor 
y e t ? A n y o n e 
checked the en-
dowment lately?
P r i n t e r s …
that work. 
Can some-
one please help 
Andy’s make 
some money? 
It’s not that 
bad.
So there is a lot of  room for 
improvement, but that’s not 
what I’m asking for. 
In time (hopefully), we’ll 
make our way around this list. 
All I want is to go home. And 
when I’m home, I don’t want to 
have to worry if  I wet my pants 
on the way there.
 Can we just get some freak-
ing covers? Like, seriously.
is man enough to ride with a 
grocery bag tied around his bike 
seat).  
If  we had 
25 people rid-
ing the shut-







need to know 
simple math 
because he 
can count the 
number of  shuttle 
users on two hands. 
I guarantee that 
a bike cover costs 
much less than a 
GPS; I doubt I need 
the numbers for 
that one. 
I’m pretty sure that a bike 
cover costs much less than a lot 
of  things, actually.
How many times do we need 
to renovate the baseball field?
Did you know Segways cost 
upwards of  $5,000, even for po-
lice officers?
Have you ever seen all 40 
dual-panel trading computers in 
Smith being used at once? Have 
Get the facts
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new Flaming Lips album: 
the best experiment yet
Department of  
Music and Theater 
created at Xavier
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    In a memo sent out this sum-
mer, it was announced that the 
performing arts unit at Xavier 
University would combine with 
the music department to form 
the Department of  Music and 
Theater.
    Dr. Tom Merrill, chair associ-
ate professor of  music, along with 
Dean Janice Walker and Provost 
Dr. Scott Chadwick, determined 
a theater major should be added 
to the university’s curriculum. 
Therefore, the theater minor, 
which was originally part of  the 
classics department, is now part 
of  the new Department of  Music 
and Theater as a major. 
   “Since Performing Arts was a 
part of  Student Life, and not an 
academic program, the best way 
to start the new degree was to 
move the theatre staff  and facili-
ties into an academic program,” 
Merrill said in an email.
      “[This] is also why Dave Zlatic 
[technical director of  music and 
theater] is becoming a faculty 
member, and Stephen Skiles [as-
sistant professor and director of  
theater studies] has been hired as 
a tenure-track professor of  the-
ater. There have not been full-
time, tenure-track faculty involved 
in the theater program until this 
change.”
      Xavier Players will remain part 
of  Student Life and continue to 
be student run.
     There will be two theater de-
grees in addition to the music 
degrees still being offered. The 
theater degrees include a Bachelor 
of  Arts in performance and a 
Bachelor of  Science in theater 
education. It is hoped they will be 
official in the fall of  2015.
      The music degrees remain the 
same as previous years: a Bachelor 
of  Arts in performance and a 





     After three years of  bizarre, 24-
hour song experiments and world 
record attempts, the Flaming Lips 
return with a new full-length al-
bum, but this one has a twist. 
“The Flaming Lips and Heady 
Fwends” is another experiment: 
a collaborative album with both 
Grammy-winning artists and rela-
tive unknowns.  Sonically, the al-
bum is very similar to their previ-
ous album, “Embryonic.”  Many 
of  these songs are not “radio-
friendly,” with “The First Time I 
Ever Saw Your Face” clocking in 
at over 10 minutes long.  
    In addition, many of  these 
songs are not immediately ac-
cessible.  Many layers of  guitar, 
synthesizers and bass cause much 
of  the music to sound chaotic 
and muddy.  “2012 (You Must 
Be Upgraded),” which features 
Ke$ha, Biz Markie and Hour of  
the Time Majesty 12, is probably 
the most accessible song on the 
record.  The song is driven by a 
strong beat, with Ke$ha engaging 
in a call and response with a robot-
ic voice.  Ironically, the featured 
artists often shine more than the 
Flaming Lips themselves.  Ke$ha 
is clearly the star of  the previously 
mentioned song, and Bon Iver’s 
voice shines through on “Ashes in 
the Air.”
    As with most Flaming Lips 
albums, most of  the lyrics and 
song titles are nonsensical, but 
that is precisely what gives them 
their charm.  “Do It!,” which fea-
tures Yoko Ono and the Plastic 
Ono Band, consists of  those two 
words being sung over and over 
while the music drones on in the 
background.  Aaron Behrens pro-
vides spoken word on “Tasered 
and Maced,” which describes an 
experience of  running away from 
the cops and, well, how he got 
tasered and maced.  
      Flaming Lips fans will love 
this album.  It is a natural exten-
sion of  their experiments on 
“Embryonic,” although a little 
more accessible, but not by much. 
And accessible is the key word 
here: those who have not listened 
to the Flaming Lips before or oth-
er similar neo-psychedelic bands 
will be left scratching their heads, 
wondering what they just listened 
to.  The huge layers of  sound, 
filled with screeching guitars, loud 
synthesizers, muddy drums and 
sound effects of  all sorts can be 
overwhelming at first.  But upon 
closer inspection, most listeners 
will find a deep, rewarding sonic 
experiment from the greatest ex-
     The Xavier Student Activities 
Council (SAC) took three buses 
of  students to Riverbend Music 
Center to see Christina Perri with 
Jason Mraz on his tour “Tour is a 
Four Letter Word” on Aug. 28.
     Perri opened the concert, playing 
her familiar hits “Jar of  Hearts,” 
“Arms” and “A Thousand Years.” 
  A standard break followed 
Perri’s set, during which she was 
available to fans for pictures and 
autographs. 
     Mraz opened his portion of  
the concert with “Freedom Song” 
off  his new album “Love is a Four 
Letter Word” before grabbing 
the crowd’s full attention with his 
hit song “The Remedy (I Won’t 
Worry).”
    Many of  Mraz’s songs are fair-
ly slow, so the concert moved at 
a slow pace. Mraz’s set list was 
constructed with this in mind, as 
most concerts are, with his more 
well-known pieces spaced quite 
far apart. 
      Mraz played quite a few cov-
ers throughout his show, includ-
ing Frank Sinatra’s “Fly Me to 
the Moon,” Stevie Wonder’s 
“Signed, Sealed, Delivered” and 
Bob Marley & the Wailers’ “Three 
Little Birds.”
   As the concert wound down, 
the crowd was anxiously await-
ing Mraz’s most popular hit, “I’m 
Yours,” which Mraz cleverly tran-
sitioned after “Signed, Sealed, 
Delivered.”
   The highlight of  the concert, 
however, came during the encore, 
when Perri joined Mraz on stage 
to perform her song “Distance” 
as a quiet duet. 
    Mraz then finished the concert 
with his most recent hit “I Won’t 
Give Up.”
     The show was filled with digi-
tal visuals for each song Mraz and 
his band performed. Cameras of-
ten highlighted some of  the more 
unique members, all of  which 
sported the blue body paint that 
Mraz himself  was wearing. 
   Although the music itself  was 
a bit slow, the visual aspects of  
the concert held the crowd’s 
attention.
      It may not have been the con-
cert of  the century, but “good” is 
a four letter word.
Students see Jason Mraz, 
Christina Perri at Riverbend
Local band Walk the 
Moon’s self-titled album 
a success  
    Chances are you haven’t heard 
of  the band Walk the Moon. 
However, this new, Cincinnati-
based band is well on its way to 
becoming one of  the major pow-
erhouses of  the indie-rock genre 
with its June-release of  its self-
titled album “Walk the Moon.”
    Featuring up-tempo, synthesized 
dance tunes such as “Anna Sun,” 
“Fixin’” and “Tightrope,” it’s ob-
vious Walk the Moon knows how 
to have some fun. These high-
spirited tracks are balanced with 
excellent emotional ballads such as 
“Iscariot” and “I Can Lift a Car.” 
With catchy electronic backdrops 
and memorable choruses, it will 
be hard to get any of  these songs 
out of  your head.
           Lead singer Nicholas Petricca 
performs with gusto and heart in 
every song, utilizing his excellent 
falsetto and synthesizer. His per-
formance in “I Can Lift a Car” 
is unparalleled among the genre. 
Behind him, Kevin Ray (bass), 
Sean Waugaman (drums) and Eli 
Maiman (guitar) help create a har-
monious, psychedelic atmosphere 
in each of  their songs that listen-
ers can’t help but be drawn into. 
      Many critics have noted on 
the lyrical simplicity of  the album, 
calling it “generic” or “lukewarm.” 
However, Walk the Moon’s album 
does not require intense delving 
or piecing-apart. They make the 
point of  their album very clear: to 
have fun and enjoy your youth as 
much as you can. The listener is 
able to key into Walk the Moon’s 
relatable imagery. While some see 
it as a lack of  lyrical depth, others 
will be able to appreciate Walk the 
Moon’s encompassing themes. 
     Packed with refreshing, syn-
thesized goodness, “Walk the 
Moon” is an album no one can 
help tap their foot to. If  you are 
looking for a fun CD to rock out 
to in your car, add to your dance 
party playlist or are just looking 
for some exciting tunes, “Walk the 
Moon” is your answer. 
  Newswire Rating:
Photo courtesy of  walkthemoonband.com
Photo courtesy of  jambands.com
Photo courtesy of daytondailynews.com
For an interview with Stephen 
Skiles, see page 11
For more information, check 
out their homepage at 
www.walkthemoonband.com
Jason Mraz during his concert at Riverbend
The album cover of The Flaming Lips’ new album
The album cover of “Walk the Moon’
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Theater education in motion: Sitting down with asst. 
chair of Xavier’s Department of Music and Theater 
    A growing, new installment to 
Xavier University is the creation 
of  a Department of  Music and 
Theater. Dr. Thomas Merrill is the 
chair of  the department, with new 
faculty member Stephen Skiles as 
the assistant chair in charge of  
classes and curriculum organiza-
tion. With such a fresh, new arts 
department, I took the opportuni-
ty to sit down with Stephen Skiles 
and gauge what this new program 
was all about.
Xavier Newswire: What does the 
Department of  Music and Theater have 
to offer interested students?
Skiles: Well, I am in the pro-
cess of  writing a new curriculum 
for two degrees. One would be 
a Bachelor’s in Arts for theater. 
The other would be a Bachelor’s 
of  Arts and Sciences for Theater 
Education, where recipients would 
receive their license to teach the-
ater for students, grades Preschool 
through twelfth. I’m hoping to 
have some type of  approval by the 
end of  the academic year.
XN: What would set Xavier’s 
Department of  Music and Theater apart 
from other college theater programs?
Skiles: My primary goal has been 
finding how theater would fit the 
Xavier education. Therefore, I 
think the best opportunity the 
program will offer students is 
multiple collaborations with pro-
fessional theaters in Cincinnati. 
The most exciting thing about this 
is that I want these collaborations 
to be built-in to the curriculum. 
This would mean that students 
have the ability to spend a se-
mester doing an internship at lo-
cal, professional theaters, such as 
Cincinnati Shakespeare Company, 
Ensemble Theater Cincinnati or 
Playhouse in the Park, and receive 
real, professional experience in 
their field as well as credit hours 
for class. In this way, students are 
seeing theater up-close and build-
ing relationships at these profes-
sional outlets. 
XN: Would the program cater solely to 
students studying acting?
Skiles: No. What I set out to do 
is create a generalized degree that 
students can choose an emphasis. 
It offers a well-rounded educa-
tion for all facets of  the stage. It 
offers a solid core foundation of  
theater, while allowing specific-
area involvement through the in-
ternships and electives. Students 
will be able to take ownership of  
their discipline and always have a 
say in what they want from the 
program. 
XN: What drew you to teach Theater 
at Xavier University?
Skiles: The students. I was an 
adjunct professor here in 2002. 
A lot of  my students had little 
to no experience in theater, and 
I was struck by the level of  com-
mitment and intelligent approach 
they took towards the material. It 
really spoke to how capable the 
students here at Xavier are. Since 
then, I just always thought Xavier 
would be the place I would want 
to come back and teach. 
XN If  you had to describe what the 
Department of  Music and Theater 
had to offer to interested students, what 
would you say?
Skiles: You will come into a situa-
tion where you will be challenged, 
have a multitude of  experiences, 
work with lots of  people and 
bridge the gap between educa-
tional and professional theater. 
You will leave with skills to jump 
right into educational training and 
be ready for jobs in the theater 
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 Last semester, a group of Xavier students gave Xavier Students for 
Life (XSFL) a new start after a period of inactivity. An interest in pro-life 
events inspired Jessica Albers, Emily Staresinic, Meghan Savercool, Madison 
Reithman, Anna Ahlrichs and Abby Fischer to resurrect the group. XSFL has 
seen approximately 25-30 attendees at each monthly meeting, and 160 new 
people signed up at Club Day on the Yard last week. The club has also seen 
significant community interest. XSFL is modeled after and loosely affiliated 
with the national organization Students for Life (SFL), which operates an 
extensive website that provides resources and facts for pro-life groups and 
materials for hosting pro-life events.  The website also provides frequent 
news updates on pro-life issues and clear political endorsements.  XSFL has 
received support from SFL in the form of event ideas and informational and 
promotional material.  XSFL has also utilized help from other schools’ SFL 
clubs. University of Cincinnati’s SFL club has been in contact with XSFL 
with plans of possibly collaborating on events in the future.  In addition, 
XSFL has contacted the St. Louis University SFL club for assistance on some 
issues. “Their club takes a woman-centered approach, so I’ve been getting 
ideas from them on how to incorporate that approach into ours,” member 
Meghan Savercool said. Savercool has also been working on providing a 
volunteer babysitting service for student parents on Xavier’s campus. 
 One of the main events for XSFL this year will be a Pumpkin 
Memorial, Lighting Candles for Life, from 7 to 9 p.m. on Oct. 7. There will be 
500 pumpkins lit (each pumpkin representing eight aborted babies) matching 
the 4,000 estimated daily abortions in the United States. Father B. will lead 
a prayer service for the lighting. A few students were able to make the trip 
to Washington, D.C., this past January for the 39th annual March for Life. 
The march is held on the anniversary of the landmark Supreme Court case 
Roe vs. Wade, which legalized abortion under certain conditions.  One of 
the goals of March for Life is to eventually overturn the 29-year-old Supreme 
Court decision by operating within its long list of “life principles.” Savercool 
was one of the students who attended the event. “The biggest benefit of 
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the trip is really just the way that it motivates people to take action,” 
Savercool said.  “You realize that this is an issue that so many people 
care about and that’s really inspiring. There are literally hundreds of 
thousands of people, mostly young, who’ve all come together and just 
have an inspiring passion to bring an end to abortion.” XSFL is taking 
a bus of students to this year’s event, which will be held on Jan. 25 in 
Washington, D.C.
  As one can imagine, the topics that XSFL tackles are deeply 
rooted in faith and politics.  However, these aren’t the primary focus 
of the student group. Emily Staresinic, vice president of XSFL, said 
religious topics are often addressed, but the range of topics discussed 
often encompasses religious and political beliefs. “Essentially, we don’t 
ask. We don’t see the topics that fall under pro-life as strictly religious 
issues. We view them as human rights issues as well,” Staresinic said. In 
the political realm, Staresinic said that XSFL won’t promote a specific 
candidate, but it does keep group members informed on candidates 
that take a strong pro-life stance, such as Mitt Romney. 
 “A common misconception of SFL is that we’re only centered 
on abortion. However, we cover all life-issue topics—euthanasia, 
infanticide or abortion,” Staresinic said. Balancing the highly conflicting 
views among politicians and religious groups makes it difficult to come 
to a definitive conclusion about which political figures to support. 
“You have to weigh some of the issues. Some of these issues might be 
a greater threat to society than others,” Savercool said.
 With the XSFL club receiving increased support and attendance, 
they’ve been able to set lofty goals for the future.  In addition to 
collaborating with UC, XSFL hosted an Easter diaper drive for the 
pregnancy center and participated in the 40 Days for Life Vigil that 
took place throughout Lent. However, the most important goal for 
XSFL moving forward is raising awareness on Xavier’s campus. 
 “College-age women are the main target for abortion, and most 
abortions are performed on college-aged women,” Savercool said. 
“Women in college, and more specifically women at Xavier, need to 
be aware of what abortion truly is and the effects it may have.”  XSFL 
began its campaign to raise awareness with the creation of a Facebook 
page and Twitter account (@xustudents4life) as well as flyers hanging 
throughout the residence halls.  “Our hope is that we find a way to 
impact not only Xavier’s campus but the community as well,” Staresinic 
said. 
“The most important goal 
for XSFL moving forward is 
raising awareness on Xavier’s 
campus.”
